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I.   SOCIAL  STUDIES  DEFINED 


Social  Studies  is  the  school  subject  in  which  students  learn  to  explore 
and,  where  -possible ^  to  resolve  social  issues  that  are  of  public  and 
personal  concern. 

The  social  issues  that  form  the  basis  of  the  1981  Alberta  Social  Studies 
Curriculum  exist  in  the  political,  economic  and  socio-cultural  life  of  the 
local  community,  the  province,  the  nation  and  the  world.     They  have  been 
selected  to  acknowledge  that  the  real  world  is  neither  "all  good"  nor  "all 
bad"  and  that  human  achievements,  enterprise,  and  ingenuity  represent  a 
significant,  though  not  total,  dimension  of  social  reality. 


A.   History,  Geography,  and  the  Social  Sciences 

History,  geography,  and  the  social  sciences  provide  the  content  for  inquiry 
into  social  issues.     These  disciplines  enable  students  to  bring  to  the 
process  of  social  inquiry  a  better  understanding  of  their  cultural  heritage, 
their  natural  environment,  the  society  in  which  they  live,  and  the  complexit 
of  the  human  experience.     History,  in  particular,  integrates  much  of  human 
experience  and  provides  an  essential  base  for  the  understanding  of  contem- 
porary social  issues. 


B.  Citizenship 

Effective  citizenship  is  the  ultimate  goal  of  social  studies.     The  value, 
knowledge,  and  skill  objectives  of  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum 
are  designed  to  help  students  develop  intellectual  independence,  moral 
maturity  and  more  effective  involvement  in  the  political,  economic  and 
social  affairs  of  their  communities.     These  characteristics,  it  is  believed 
will  be  required  for  effective  community,  Canadian  and  world  citizenship  in 
the  coming  decades. 

II.   MAJOR  COMPONENTS  OF  THE 

1981  SOCIAL  STUDIES  CURRICULUM 

The  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  is  organized  according  to  three  major 
components : 

Topics 

Social  Issues  and  Competing  Values 
Objectives 
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A.  Topics 


1.  Definition 

Topics  define  the  context  for  inquiry  into  social  issues.    A  "topic"  might 
pertain  to  a  time  period,  a  geographic  region,  a  culture,  or  a  system  of 
human  organization.     Three  topics  per  grade  aj>e  prescribed  for  Grades  1  to  6 . 
Topics  have  been  selected  to  acknowledge  the  following  criteria: 

•  The  stages  of  development  and  interests  of  students. 

•  Learning  and  teaching  resources  presently  available  in  schools. 

•  Concerns  of  particular  prominence  at  the  present  time,  for  example, 
those  relating  to  human  rights,  the  natural  environment,  and  the 
mojcketplace , 

•  At  least  some  attention  to  all  global  regions. 

•  A  balance  of  past /present /future  time  dimensions. 

•  A  broad  spectrum  of  Canadian  Studies. 

Regarding  the  latter  criterion,  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  recog- 
nizes the  current  concern  of  most  Canadians  that  students  be  given  oppor- 
tunities to  become  more  knowledgeable  about  their  country's  history,  geo- 
graphy, government,  and  economy.     The  allocation  to  Canadian  Studies  in  the 
1981  Alberta  curriculum  represents  about  60%  of  the  total  prescribed  content. 


2.    Sequence  of  Prescribed  Topics 

At  some  grade  levels  (e.g..  Grade  1),    it  is  important  that  topics  be 
taught  according  to  the  sequence  in  which  they  appear  in  this  guide.  How- 
ever, an  attempt  has  been  made  to  ensure  that  topics  are  independent  of  each 
other  where  possible,  and  the  suggested  sequence  can  for  the  most  part  be 
altered  without  causing  undue  interference  to  prescribed  objectives. 


3.    Overview  of  Canadian  Studies  and  Global  Studies 

The  following  charts  provide  a  brief  overview  of  the  attention  given  to 
Canadian  Studies  and  Global  Studies  in  the  Alberta  curriculum.  Teachers 
should  find  these  charts  helpful  in  avoiding  overlap,  particularly  when 
planning  the  elective  portions  of  their  instruction. 
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в.    Social  Issues  and  Competing  Values 


1.  Definition 

Significant  social  issues  provide  the  basis  for  student  inquiry  in  Alberta 
social  studies.     Social  issues  have  several  distinguishing  features,  includi 

•  They  reflect  disagreements  about  signifieant  social  concerns  which 
confront  citizens  in  everyday  public  life, 

•  They  contain  a  value  dimension  and  reflect  a  conflict  between 
competing  values.    Teachers  and  students  will  find  that  choosing 
between  competing  values  is  a  complex  operation  that  frequently 
cannot  be  reduced  to  an  "either/or"  situation.    It  will  be  necessary 
for  teachers  to  assist  students  to  examine  the  social  issue  from 
different  points  of  view^  to  identify  competing  values  and  to  under- 
stand some  of  the   complexities  that  they  manifest. 

•  They  subsume  a  variety  of  factual^  definitional ^  and  policy  elements 
For  example^  as  an  approach  to  reseoj'ohing  the  social  issue^  "Shoulc 
the  Inuit  change  under  the  influence  of  modern  technology ?"j  the 
following  elements  could  be  investigated: 

FACTUAL: 

How  has  technology  affected  the  Inuit  way  of  life? 
DEFINITIONAL: 

What  do  we  mean  by  "progress"? 
POLICY: 

What  government  policies  could  be  created  to  implement  the 
decision  on  the  social  issue? 


2.   What  is  Prescribed? 

One  social  issue  per  curriculum  topic  is  prescribed  for  inquiry.  Issues 
and  competing  values  are  stated  in  a  form  that  should  provide  a  focus  for 
teacher  planning  and  student  inquiry.     So  long  as  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  issue  are  preserved,  teachers  are  encouraged  to  modify  specific 
wording  to  suit  their  own  preferences  and  those  of  their  students. 

C.   Objectives  of  the  1981  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum 

1.    Interrelatedness  of  Objectives 

The  objectives  of  the  1981  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  presume  that 
students  can,  and  should,  acquire  characteristics  of  intellectual  independei 
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sensitivity  to  their  human  and  natural  environments,  moral  maturity  and 
effective  participation  in  community  affairs. 

To  ensure  the  development  of  these  characteristics,  the  objectives  of  the 
social  studies  curriculum  are  organized  around  three  types  of  objectives: 

•  VALUE  OBJECTIVES:     understanding  of,  and  sensitivity  to,  the  value 
positions  of  oneself  and  others,  and  the  ability  to  resolve  conflicts 
of  competing  values; 

Ф  KNOWLEDGE  OBJECTIVES:     the  acquisition  of  significant  ideas  from  the 
past  (history)  and  the  present  (geography  and  the  social  sciences), 
as  well  as  from  relevant  aspects  of  art,  literature  and  music;  and 

•  SKILL  OBJECTIVES:     specific  competencies  that  are  required  to  conduct 
research  at  all  stages  of  the  inquiry  process  and  to  participate 
purposefully  with  other  people  in  democratic  action. 

As  can  be  seen  in  the  definitions  that  follow,  and  in  specific  statements 

of  prescribed  objectives  for  grade  level  topics,  the  three  types  of  objectives 

are  substantially  interrelated  and  overlapping. 


2.   Value  Objectives 

Values  are  basic  or  fundamental  ideas  about  what  is  important  in  life;  they 
are  standards  of  conduct  which  cause  individuals ^  groups  and  nations  to 
think  and  act  in  certain  ways. 

For  all  topics  in  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum,  prescribed  value 
objectives  encompass  three  aspects  of  student  development. 


•  Development  of  understanding  of  distinctive  human  values 

The  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  accepts  that  values  derive  from 
all  aspects  of  culture,  and  that  schooling  must  demonstrate  sensitivity 
to  the  values  of  community,  parents  and  social  institutions  while 
assisting  students  to  deal  in  positive  ways  with  the  value  conflicts 
that  exist  in  the  "real  world". 

To  assist  students  to  develop  sensitive  and  personal  interpretations 
of  distinctive  human  values,  value  objectives  for  curriculum  topics 
at  all  grade  levels  have  been  designed  to  include  the  following  types 
of  understandings : 

-  identification  of  human  values  as  expressed  in  goals  у  attitudes ^ 
interests 3  feelings 3  beliefs  and  activities; 
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-  definitions  that  can  be  applied  to  specific  values; 

-  descriptions  of  human  behaviours  that  reflect  specific  values. 


•  Development  of  competencies  in  processes  of  value 
analysis,  decision-making,  and  moral  reasoning 

If  people  are  to  acquire  the  qualities  of  intellectual  independence 
and  moral  maturity  that  characterize  effective  citizenship,  they  must 
be  provided  opportunities  to  analyze  values  critically,  choose  carefully 
from  alternatives,  and  reflect  on  the  implications  of  their  choices 
beyond  the  personal  and  the  immediate. 

Specific  competencies  that  are  involved  may  be  viewed  as  critical 
thinking  skills  which  students  develop  and  apply  within  the  context 
of  the  social  issue  and  their  own  lives..     Students  are  assisted  in 
developing  these  skills  by  being  provided  the  following  types  of 
experiences : 

-  Value  analysis^  including  consideration  of  the  value  priorities  of 
self  and  others;  reflections  upon  value  conflicts^  competing  courses 
of  action^  and  alternative  consequences  of  actions;  distinguishing 
between  factual  and  value  claims;  and  identifying  logical  inconsistenc 

-  Decision-making ^  by  rank-ordering  sets  of  values^  and  choosing  between 
alternative  positions  in  accordance  with  personal  values, 

-  Moral  reasoning  about  the  broader  implications  of  a  chosen  solution 
or  planned  action  by  applying  such  specific  tests  as: 

-  Role  Exchange  Test  (Are  you  willing  to  exchange  places  with  the 
person(s)  involved  in  a  particular  situation?) 

-  New  Cases  Test  (Does  the  value  principle  underlying  your  choice 
apply  equally  well  to  similar  relevant  cases?) 

-  Universal  Consequences  Test  (What  would  happen  if  everyone  did  that': ; 
Eow  would  you  like  it  if  everyone  did  that?  Are  you  willing  to  ' 
allow  anyone  else  in  similar  circumstances  to  do  the  same  thing?) 

-  Subsumption  Test  (Can  you  accept  a  higher  order  value  principle ^ 
upon  which  your  choice  is  based?)  ^ 

(NOTE:  such  higher  order  principles  as  survival  of  mankind^  human 
dignity  and  justice ^  may  often  be  applied  to  a  chosen  solution  or 
planned  action  to  determine  consistency  within  one's  world  view,) 


^     Adapted  from  Coombs,  J.,  Daniels,  L.,  Wright,  J.,  PREJUDICE.  Toronto: 
The  Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in  Education,  1978. 
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•  Development  of  positive  attitudes  towards  self,  others  and  the  environment 

Some  of  the  ways  that  students  can  be  assisted  to  develop  positive 
attitudes  include  participation  in  special  experiences  (e.g.,  celebrations), 
development  of  confident  and  trusting  relationships  in  the  classroom,  and 
learning  in  a  free  and  open  inquiry  atmosphere.     The  following  provide 
the  framework  for  specific  attitudinal  objectives  that  are  prescribed 
for  curriculum  topics: 

An  attitude  toward  oneself  as  someone  who  is  significant ^  is  capable 
of  becoming  an  effective  citizen,  and  is  responsible  for  personal  and 
social  development. 

-  An  attitude  towaj'd  others  of  empathy,  respect  and  concern,  and  appre- 
ciation for  the  contributions  of  others  to  one's  own  welfare. 

-  An  attitude  of  commitment  toward  intellectual  processes  of  inquiry. 
Such  an  attitude  includes  demonstration  of  skepticism,  objectivity , 
tolerance  for  ambiguity ,  open-mindedness ,  tentativeness  of  inter- 
pretations, and  respect  for  evidence. 

-  An  attitude  of  sensitivity  toward  human  and  natural  environments. 


3.   Knowledge  Objectives 

To  be  an  effective  citizen,  one  needs  to  be  informed.     Only  by  knowing  their 
world  can  people  exercise  even  partial  control  of  that  world.    Because  the 
pool  of  knowledge  is  always  growing  and  changing,  effective  citizens  must 
have  both  the  commitment  and  the  skills  to  modify  and  extend  their  knowledge 
continuous ly. 

•  The  Role  of  the  Disciplines: 

The  knowledge  component  of  social  studies  objectives  is  drawn  mainly 
from  history,  geography  and  the  social  sciences.     History  and  geography, 
in  particular,  integrate  much  of  human  experience  and  provide  an  essen- 
tial base  for  positive  citizenship.     Content  and  processes  from  economics, 
political  science,  sociology  and  anthropology  can  greatly  increase  our 
ability  to  understand  and  resolve  contemporary  social  issues,  however, 
and  hence  have  been  accorded  significant  emphasis  in  the  design  and 
development  of  the  1981  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum. 

•  Facts: 

Prescribed  knowledge  objectives  for  social  studies  topics  encompass 
three  levels  of  organization:  facts,  concepts,  and  generalizations. 
Prescribed  concepts  and  generalizations  tend  to  reflect  broad  human 
processes  and  relationships.     Prescribed  factual  knowledge,  by  con- 
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trast,  tends  to  be  drawn  directly  from  history,  geography  or  the 
social  science  disciplines.     Facts  that  are  prescribed  for  grade 
level  topics  are  identified  within  the  structure  of  a  question 
format  entitled  QUESTIONS  TO  GUIDE  INQUIRY.     In  formulating  the 
"Questions  to  Guide  Inquiry"  component  of  knowledge  objectives  for 
grade  level  topics,  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  that  significant 
factual  information  will  be  attained  by  students,  and  a  variety  of 
levels  of  thinking  processes  encompassed. 

•  Concepts: 

Whereas  facts  refer  to  particular  objects  or  events,  concepts  are 
more  abstract  and  may  be  thought  of  as  subsuming  a  number  of  objects 
or  events  that  have  common  attributes.     A  total  of  five  to  seven 
concepts  is  prescribed  for  development  for  each  curriculum  topic. 
Prescribed  concepts  have  been  selected  in  accordance  with  the 
following  criteria: 

they  enable  prescribed  factual  information  to  be  assimilated  and 
synthesized; 

they  exist  as  significant  ideas  in  history,  geography  or  the  social 
sciences,  and  have  application  in  a  number  of  disciplines; 

they  are  appropriate  to  the  definition  of  citizenship  that  under- 
lies the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum,  and  the  processes  of 
active  citizenship  that  the  curriculum  promotes. 

•  Generalizations: 

Generalizations  are  significant  statements  that  may  have  exceptions 
but  generally  hold  true.     They  provide  the  means  by  which  facts  and 
concepts  can  be  accumulated  in  an  organized  and  systematic  way,  and 
in  so  doing,  act  as  vehicles  by  which  new  but  similar  situations  can 
be  understood. 

The  process  of  developing,  testing  and  substantiating  (or  falsifying) 
generalizations  is  amongst  the  most  important  qualities  of  true  in- 
quiry.    The  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  emphasizes  the  place 
of  generalizations  in  the  structure  of  knowledge,  and  the  importance 
of  students  developing  their  own  generalizations  from  concepts  and 
factual  information. 


4.    Skill  Objectives 

Skill  objectives  for  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum  include  both 
inquiry  and  participation  skills.     Inquiry  skills  encompass  eight  "areas" 
of  research,  representing  the  major  steps  in  a  generalized  model  of  social 
inquiry.     This  model  (See  Figure  1)  can  be  expanded  or  modified  in  numerous 
creative  ways  to  suit  specific  topics,  disciplinary  emphases,  resources  and 
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student  maturity.     Participation  skills  comprise  four  "areas"  of  skills 
and  can  be  developed  throughout  the  process  of  inquiry. 

Within  each  topic,  certain  skill  areas  have  been  chosen  for  emphasis. 
These  are  listed  immediately  under  the  heading  "Skill  Objectives".  All 
other  skills  may  be  given  less  emphasis  for  that  topic.     It  should  be  noted 
that  each  area  of  skill  objectives  is  prescribed  for  emphasis  at  least  once 
for  each  grade.     It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  three  inquiry  skill 
"areas"  of  gathering  and  organizing  data,  analyzing  and  evaluating  data, 
and  synthesizing  data  are  emphasized  for  all  topics  at  all  grade  levels. 
Teachers  will  frequently  find  that  the  range  of  prescribed  skills  is  too 
narrow  to  enable  the  prescribed  issue  to  be  researched  comprehensively, 
and  are  encouraged  to  incorporate  additional  specific  skills  from  the 
master  list  on  pages  12  to  16. 
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Figure  1 

A  PROCESS  FOR  SOCIAL  INQUIRY 


Beginning 
Inquiry  Anew 


PARTICIPATION  SKILLS 

1.  Communicate  effectively 

2 .  Interpret  ideas  and  feelings 

3.  Participate  in  group  work 
Contribute  to  a  "sense  of  community" 


2. 


3. 


INTERPRETATION  OF  FIGURE  I 

The  system  of  two-way  arrows  indicates  that  progress  through  the  process  of 
inquiry  is  not  lock-step.     During  inquiry,  as  an  issue  takes  on  a  new  perspective 
students  will  frequently  find  it  necessary  to  "double  back"  to  steps  covered 
previously.     Social  studies  students,  like  researchers  and  citizens  intent  on 
resolving  social  problems,  should  be  guided  by  a  purposeful  and  systematic 
approach  to  problem-solving  while  allowing  for  deviations  in  procedures  on  the 
basis  of  intuition,  dead-ends  and  such  realities  as  schedules  and  available 
resources.  11  * 


INQUIRY  SKILLS 


Skill  Area  One:  IDENTIFY  AND  FOCUS  ON  THE  ISSUE 

-  Identify  the  elements  of  the  social  issue  (e.g.,  value,  factual, 
definitional,  policy  elements  and  competing  values). 

-  Describe  the  social  issue  in  terms  meaningful  to  students. 

-  Paraphrase  the  issue  from  different  sources,  or  expressions  of 
opinion. 

Skill  Area  Two:  FORMULATE  RESEARCH  QUESTIONS 

-  Hypothesize  possible  solutions. 

-  Formulate  appropriate  research  questions  to  guide  information 
gathering. 

-  Select  appropriate  techniques  and  resources  for  research. 

Skill  Area  Three:  GATHER  AND  ORGANIZE  DATA 

-  Read  and  interpret 

•print  materials  (contemporary  and  historical) 

•  maps  and  globes 

•  graphs 

•  tables 

•  charts  and  timelines 

-  Interview 

-  Survey 

-  Observe  and  listen  to: 

•  individuals  and  groups  of  people 

•  audiovisual  materials 

-  Conduct  participant  observation 

-  Record  by 

•  outlining 
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•  paraphrasing 

•  tabulating 

•  mapping 

•charting  (retrieval,  etc.) 

•  diagramming 

•  sketching  and  painting 

•  graphing 

•  note  making 

Skill  Area  Four:  ANALYZE  AND  EVALUATE  DATA 

-  Categorize  data 

-  Compare  and  contrast  data 

-  Explain  discrepancies  in  viewpoints,  positions  and  arguments 

-  Evaluate  bias  and  emotionalism,  subjectivity  and  objectivity 

-  Infer  reasons  for  varying  perspectives 

-  Discriminate  relevant  from  irrelevant  data 

Skill  Area  Five:  SYNTHESIZE  DATA 

-  Develop  concepts 

-  Formulate  generalizations 

-  Relate  causes  and  effects 

-  Summarize  information 

Skill  Area  Six:  RESOLVE  THE  ISSUE 

-  Formulate  alternative  solutions 

-  Analyze  values  underlying  each  alternative 

-  Predict  the  consequences  of  each  alternative 

-  Evaluate  alternatives  and  make  a  policy  decision  based  on: 
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•  adequacy  of  supporting  evidence 

•  logical  consistency  of  arguments 

•  priority  of  personal  values 

•  priority  of  social  values 


Skill  Area  Seven:  APPLY  THE  DECISION 

To  help  students  develop  skills  in  active  civic  participation,  it  is 
desirable  to  have  them  become  involved  in  some  form  of  real  life 
application  of  the  decision  reached. 

While  the  concept  of  active  involvement  is  encouraged  as  a  significant 
aspect  of  education  for  active  citizenship^  the  role  of  the  teacher  in 
helping  students  organize  and  implement  social  action  projects  is  one 
requiring  a  strong  sense  of  responsibility ,    It  requires  sensitivity 
to  the  maturity  of  students ^  to  the  expectations  of  parents ^  to 
institutional  norms  у  and  to  democratic  processes.    Because  of  the  need 
for  sensitivity  in  carrying  out  this  type  of  learning  experience ^ 
social  action  is  not  prescribed  but  is  encouraged  where  possible , 
given  the  above  cautions. 

Therefore,  skills  prescribed  for  grade  level  topics  incorporate  criteria 
for  planning  to  apply  decisions,  but  do  not  prescribe  social  action 
strategies  or  situations. 

Specifically,  as  students  and  teachers  consider  whether  to  implement 
the  action  component  of  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum,  they 
should : 

-  Consider  the  feasibility  and  desirability  of  applying  the  decision 
in  some  form  of  action; 

-  Create  a  plan  of  action  to  apply  the  decision  (e.g.,  work  for  an 
improved  school  or  classroom  environment;  provide  services  to  a 
community  group  on  a  close  interpersonal  basis;  express  ideas  in 
social  settings,  or  participate  actively  in  a  political  process). 
In  particular,  students  should  be  encouraged  to  regard  their  school 
as  a  real  and  viable  social  institution  and  to  find  ways  to  improve 
school  life. 

-  Apply  the  plan  (if  feasible  and  desirable) 

•  in  the  classroom 

•  in  the  school 

•  in  the  broader  community 
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Skill  Area  Eight:  EVALUATE  THE  DECISION,  THE  PROCESS  AND 
(where  pertinent)  THE  ACTION 

-  Judge  the  worthwhileness  of  the  consequences  of  the  decision 

•  to  self 

•  to  others 

-  Examine  the  appropriateness  of  the  action 

-  Assess  the  suitability  of  the  process  to  the  issue  and  resources 

-  Decide  whether  to  culminate  inquiry,  or  to  continue  it 

PARTICIPATION  SKILLS 

In  a  complex,  democratic  society  it  is  desirable  for  citizens  to  become 
competent  in  working  with  others  to  resolve  social  issues  and  to  implement 
decisions  they  have  reached.     Working  together  depends  upon  competence  in 
several  kinds  of  skills,  including  those  outlined  below. 

Skill  Area  One:  COMMUNICATE  EFFECTIVELY 

-  Express  ideas  clearly  and  succinctly,  orally  and  in  writing 

-  Support  ideas  logically 

-  Adapt  a  communication  on  the  basis  of 

Ф size  of  audience  (e.g.,  individual,  small  group,  class  or  community 

•  age  of  audience 

•purpose  of  message  (e.g.,  formal  or  informal) 

Skill  Area  Two:  INTERPRET  IDEAS  AND  FEELINGS  OF  SELF  AND  OTHERS 

-  Listen  to  the  expression  of  ideas  and  feelings  of  others 

-  Understand  and  empathize  with  the  dilemmas  and  decisions  of  others 

-  Interpret  feelings  from  verbal  and  non-verbal  cues 

Skill  Area  Three:  PARTICIPATE  IN  GROUP  WORK  AND  DECISION-MAKING 

-  Choose  an  appropriate  model  for  decision-making  in  class  and  small 
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group  situations  (e.g.,  consensus,  majority  rule,  authority)  and  apply 
appropriate  rules  for  procedure 

-  Apply  alternate  roles  as  leader  or  follower  in  a  group 

-  Prepare  a  position  in  understandable  and  persuasive  terms 

-  Organize  activities  to  promote  group  goals 

-  Negotiate  (including  bargain,  trade,  confront,  compromise)  to  in- 
fluence others  to  a  certain  position,  or  to  build  consensus 

-  Provide  support  in  furthering  group  goals 

Skill  Area  Four:  CONTRIBUTE  TO  A  "SENSE  OF  COMMUNITY" 

-  Demonstrate  a  sense  of  sharing  of  group  goals  and  aspirations 

-  Assist  in  group  projects,  both  in  and  outside  the  classroom,  to  help 
others  achieve  a  sense  of  belonging  and  mutual  trust 

-  Take  steps  to  establish  cross-age,  cross-cultural,  cross-sex,  etc., 
relationships  both  in  and  outside  the  classroom 

MINIMUM  EXPECTATIONS 
A.   Core/Elective  Components 

Like  other  subjects  in  Alberta  schools,  social  studies  has  core  and  elective 
components . 

The  mandatory  core  comprises  75%  of  the  program  and  is  represented  by  the 
18  topics  and  statements  of  objectives  listed  on  pages  22  to  80 .  The 
elective  portion  occupies  25%  of  the  program.     Topics  and  issues  for  the 
elective  portion  are  to  be  chosen  by  teachers  and  students  preferably  in 
consultation  with  parents  and  community  groups  and  agencies.  Elective 
topics  should  help  students  develop  an  understanding  of  current  concerns 
at  local,  provincial,  national  and  international  levels.     Though  elective 
topics  can  be  extensions  of  core  topics,  teachers  should  study  the  scope 
and  sequence  charts  on  pages  3   and  4  to  ensure  that  unproductive  overlap 
of  topics  is  avoided. 


B.  Evaluation 

For  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum,  evaluation  is  the  process  of 
collecting,  processing,  interpreting  and  judging  program  objectives, 
teaching  strategies,  pupil  achievement,  and  instructional  resources. 
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Evaluation  is  important  during  all  phases  of  planning  and  instruction. 
It  should  begin  with  diagnosis  of  student  needs,  and  include  consideration 
of  ways  that  prescribed  resources  and  support  materials  can  be  used  to 
advantage    in  inquiry.     Formative  evaluation,  undertaken  throughout  the 
instruction  phase,  determines  how  well  students  are  achieving  prescribed 
objectives,  and  permits  the  planning  of  specific  learning  experiences. 
Final  or  summative  evaluation  should  occur  at  the  end  of  inquiry  into  each 
prescribed  topic.     Usually  its  purpose  is  to  assign  a  grade,  assess  the 
degree  of  overall  success  in  meeting  learning  objectives,  and  estimate 
the  suitability  of  prescribed  and  support  materials  as  they  relate  to 
personal  teaching  style  and  aspirations  for  professional  growth. 


In  social  studies  : 

1.  Evaluation  should  be  a  continuous  process. 

2.  Evaluation  should  encompass  the  full  range  of  social  studies  objectives 

3.  Evaluation  of  selected  objectives  should  be  a  co-operative  process 
involving  students  and  teachers, 

4.  Evaluation  should  comply  with  local  accreditation  policies. 

5.  Evaluation  should  include  a  variety  of  techniques  for  obtaining  in- 
formation, e.g. ,  observations,  informal  and  formal  tests,  parent  and 
pupil  conferences,  checklists,  written  assignments. 

6.  Proper  records  should  be  maintained  to  provide  sufficient  inform.ation 
for  decision-making  purposes. 

7.  Evaluation  should  enable  judgments  to  be  made  about  the  relationship 
between  personal  teaching  style,  instructional  resources  and  student 
achievement . 


C.   Time  Allocations 

In  grades  one  to  six,  three  topics  per  grade  are  prescribed  for  inquiry.  P. 
imum  of  eight  weeks  class  time  (four  weeks  if  semestered)  should  be  devoted 
to  each  topic  at  all  grade  levels.  Time  to  be  allocated  to  social  studies 
in  the  elementary  grades  is  not  prescribed.  However,  teachers  may  be  guide 
by  the  average  time  per  week  as  outlined  in  A-  Згшпагу  of  Scheduled  Instruct 
Times  for  Prescribed  Subjects  in  Alberta  Elementary  Schools  1978-79.  These 
are  as  follows : 

Grade  One  124  minutes 

Grade  Two  138  minutes 
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Grade  Three 


150  minutes 


Grade  Four 


171  minutes 


Grade  Five 


181  minutes 


Grade  Six 


184  minutes 


LEARNING  RESOURCES 


A.    Learning  Resources  Selected  by  Alberta  Education 

1.    Prescribed  Learning  Resources: 

Three  to  ten  print  and/or  non-print  English  language  resources  have  been 
prescribed  for  social  studies  instruction  at  each  grade  level.     Until  a 
full  complement  of  resources  is  available  in  Ukrainian,  it  is  recommended 
that  teachers  consult  the  available  English  language  resources  and,  where 
possible,  adapt  them  for  instruction  in  Ukrainian. 

The  prescribed  resources  are  those  resources  that  Alberta  Education  has 
assessed  as  the  best  presently  available  for  achieving  the  objectives  of 
grade  level  social  studies  programs.     These  resources  are  listed  in  the 
documents  below  and  are  available  for  purchase  at  a  40%  discount  at  the 
Alberta  School  Book  Branch: 

-  Alberta  School  Book  Branch  Catalogue 

-  Social  Studies  Leajming  Resources  for  Elementary  Schools 

Resources,  once  prescribed,  retain  this  status  for  a  minimum  of  three  years. 


2.    Recommended  Learning  Resources: 

Recommended  resources  include  print  and/or  non-print  materials  which  con- 
tribute to  one  or  more  social  studies  objectives,  as  well  as  curriculum 
materials  which  are  complementary  to  prescribed  resources  (e.g.,  teachers' 
guides).     These  resources  are  listed  in  the  documents  named  above  and  are 
available  from  the  Alberta  School  Book  Branch. 


3.    Support  Materials: 

A  variety  of  support  materials  prepared  by  Alberta  educators ,  and  approved 
by  Alberta  Education,  is  available  to  assist  social  studies  teachers  in  the 
implementation  of  the  19  81  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum.     While  these 
resources  do  not  necessarily  address  the  full  scope  of  objectives  for  topics, 
and  may  require  modification  to  suit  the  needs  of  individual  students, 
classes,  and  communities,  it  is  anticipated  that  they  will  provide  sub- 
stantial assistance  in  communicating  the  intents  of  the  19  81  curriculum. 
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—  SOCIAL  STUDIES  TEACHING  UNITS 


For  each  grade  level,  one  detailed  English  language  teaching  unit  is 
presently  available  from  the  Alberta  School  Book  Branch.  Ukrainian 
language  teaching  units  are  currently  being  prepared  and  will  soon  be 
available  from  the  same  source.     Units  address  grade  level  topic 
objectives  with  substantial  fidelity  and  are  designed  to  make  maximum 
use  of  prescribed  resource  materials.     Шеге  prescribed  resources  for 
a  topic  have  not  been  identified,  the  teaching  unit  is  relatively  self- 
contained  . 

—  MONOGRAPHS 

A  Handbook  for  Unit  Planners^  the  first  monograph  on  topics  of  special 
significance  to  social  studies  teachers  in  Alberta,  is  available  from 
the  Alberta  School  Book  Branch.     A  second  monograph.  Teaching  the  Eleoti 
Portion  of  the  Social  Studies  Program^  is  being  developed.     Others  will 
designed  as  new  instructional  needs  emerge. 

—  ALBERTA  HERITAGE  LEARNING  RESOURCES 

These  resources  include: 

Kanata  Kits,  sixteen  multi-media  learning  packages  designed  to  integrate 
curriculum  objectives  and  content  with  processes  of  inquiry  appropriate 
to  the  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum; 

Junior  Atlas  of  Alberta,  designed  to  introduce  upper  elementary  students 
to  the  human  and  physical  geography  of  Alberta; 

Relief  Map  of  Alberta; 

Books  for  Young  Readers,  designed  to  provide  both  background  source 
material  and  a  variety  of  enrichment  experiences  for  the  upper  elemental 
program. 


B.   Learning  Resources  Selected  at  the  Local  Level 

Learning  resources  approved  by  Alberta  Education  will  frequently  be  supple- 
mented by  materials  selected  at  the  local  level.     Legally,  such  materials 
must  be  approved  by  the  school  board,  under  authority  delegated  to  boards 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  pursuant  to  Section  12(2)b  of  The  School  Act. 
Also,  many  incidental  materials  are  used  by  teachers  because  of  their 
topical  relevance.     In  such  cases,  teachers  must  exercise  sound  professions 
judgement,  since  they  could  be  held  accountable  for  an  injudicious  choice. 
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SUMMARY 


Social  studies  has  been  defined  as  the  school  subject  in  which  students 
learn  to  explore  and,  where  possible,  to  resolve  social  issues  that  are 
of  public  and  personal  concern.     The  preceding  pages  have  provided  an 
overview  of  program  content  and  objectives  for  the  19  81  Alberta  Social 
Studies  Curriculum.     Minimum  expectations  regarding  core  and  elective 
components,  evaluation  and  time  allocations  have  been  described  briefly, 
and  the  status  and  availability  of  various  learning  resources  have  been 
outlined . 

The  following  pages  describe  in  greater  detail  the  core  (75%)  of  the  social 
studies  curriculum  which  is  prescribed  for  instruction. 
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Іерша  кляса:  Родини 

Друга  кляса:  Плянування  сусідств 

і  місцевих  громад 

Третя  кляса:  Способи  життя  в  інших 

часах  і  місцевостях 
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